
  Summer is winding 
down.  I just returned from 
my yearly visit to Branson 
where I relaxed by the pool, 
and I just let everything 
go for a week.   Now it is 
time to get back on track.   
Your Executive Board met 
in July via Zoom for our 
annual legislative review 
with our two lobbyists and 
we reviewed our budget 
proposal for this coming 
year.   We were all very 
pleased to do it by Zoom, 
as we saved IRSPA money due to no travel or meal 
expense.   We approved the budget to be presented 
to our general membership at our annual meeting in 
October. 
    Highlights from the legislative review included: IPERS 
was protected, and IPERS leadership found the top two 
executives dismissed amid misconduct allegations, 
with no financial irregularities found.   These two 
items are of most concern to our membership.   
John Hieronymus and Barb Bielenberg are to be 
commended, along with Beth Hieronymus, for a well-
run meeting.  Look for John’s article in this newsletter.  
We have great leadership at IRSPA. With that in mind, 
I am pleased to announce that I officially invited Mary 
Mascher to become our new Vice President at our 
October meeting.  Sally Barrett will be IRSPA President-
elect.    A big THANKS goes out to Linda Miller who 
recruited both of these outstanding ladies to fill our 
leadership positions.
     Jean Hoffman, our public relations chair, is always busy 
updating the irspa.org website.  As you begin your fall 
meetings, please send a list of your new officers, a PDF 
copy of your program year, and your units constitution 
to Jean at  42teacher@gmail.com; she will put the 
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information on the webpage. This webpage is an easy 
and great source to access for the latest information. 
Many units find the program ideas especially helpful.
     Please make plans to attend our annual state meeting 
this October 7 &amp; 8 in Sioux City.  The meeting will 
be held at Redeemer Lutheran Church.  They host our 
regular Sioux City retired group, and they prepare 
very delicious meals for us. There will be many yummy 
items for sale such as jams and jellies, pickles, pies, and 
cookies; so bring some cash with you. 
    We asked each District Coordinator to source 2 local/
regional gift baskets with smaller, more affordable 
items for our silent auction at our annual meeting.   
We hope this will encourage more participation and 
competition as these items go to our PH Balance 
Scholarship revenue.   
     I know it is a long way across the state, but my city 
has lots to offer.   In the June issue of our newsletter, 
on page 21, you will find things to do in Sioux City.   
The registration form for the meeting can be found on 
pages 22 and 23 of the June issue and is repeated in 
this issue.   The registration form is due by September 
22.  You will also find the link on that page for the hotel 
rooms.   We have kept the costs the same as last year.   
Remember that IRSPA will pay for one hotel room for 
each unit president or designee and mileage for one 
car (a second car if the first car is full) in hopes that each 
unit will be represented.  Our goal is to have each unit 
represented, so please consider coming to this very 
important meeting.
   Enjoy the remainder of your summer. If you haven’t 
been on vacation yet, consider traveling around 
our beautiful state.   You just might discover some 
interesting sights.  I do hope to see many of you in my 
home town of Sioux City in October.   Until then, stay 
cool in our late summer heat wave.

Anne Cowley, IRSPA President

Website:Website:  www.irspa.orgwww.irspa.org

Iowa Retired School Personnel 
Association 

2021 Annual Meeting & Conference 
October 5 - 6, 2022 

 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

Member Name ________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
Phone Number ________________________________ 
Email ________________________________________ 
IRSPA Unit ____________________________________ 
 
There are no fees for the Conference except for meals. 
 
Banquet – 6:00 pm - Wednesday Evening  
Menu:  Chicken Breast, Boneless Custom Smoked Pork Ribs, Baked/Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Dinner Salad, 
Dinner Rolls, Butter, Chef’s Choice of Dessert, Iced Tea, Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee (The price may seem high.  
However, this includes beverages, tax, and gratuity which are not included in the resort’s restaurant.) 
____reservations @ $25.00 per guest = $_______ 
 
Lunch – 12:00 PM Noon - Thursday  
Menu:  Brisket Sandwich, Housemade Chips, Coleslaw, Potato Salad, Iced Tea, Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee 
____reservations @ $18.00 per guest = $_______ 
 
Total Payment = $_______ 
 
Please return your Conference Registration with your meal reservations and a check made out 
to IRSPA by September 22, 2022 to:    
 

George Holland 
16992 Middle Road 
Dubuque, IA 52002 

 
Rooms:  Contact Best Western Plus Executive Residency, 205 West 4th Street, Waterloo, Iowa,  
319/888-1000 before September 1, 2022. Ask for the “IRSPA Conference Rate.” 
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1 DEARSPA 
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

    DEARSPA has had a fun summer discovering hidden 
treasures in our area. We kicked off the summer 
with our recruitment meeting and were excited to 
welcome four new members. 
    Thanks to IRSPA for the grant that helped support 
our membership recruitment efforts.
    In June, we had lunch at the 
Lucky Hole, followed by a tour 
of the Emmet County Museum. 
They have made a tremendous 
number of updates, and I’m 
certain that visiting the local 
county museum is something 
every unit should periodically 
have on its agenda.
     In July, we toured Jones Dairy near Spencer, where 
the dairy has been in operation since 1903. The cows 

are milked on a rotating milking station that holds 
64 cows at a time. It was a fascinating look at a long-
standing local operation.
   Most recently, we spent a perfectly lovely and relaxing 
afternoon at the Scone Tea Room 
in Swea City. Our afternoon was 
filled with relaxing, laughing, and 
learning.
    There are so many hidden gems 
in our area. Continuing to learn 
about and appreciate our local 

communities is one of the 
many benefits of belonging 
to a group like DEARSPA.

Jean Hoffman

Back Row:  Jenny Williams, Loyla Renfeld, Deb Padomek, Gail Haight, 
& Diane Gardner

Front Row:  Shelley Sweeney, Roxie Maier, Dee Ford, Janet Young

IRSPA CONTACTS
Past President: 
	 Beth Hieronymus
	 3322 Muscatine Ave., Iowa City, IA  52240	
               (319) 360-4634 - bhieronymus62@gmail.com

President: 	
	 Anne Cowley
	 413 Eton Court, Sioux City, IA 51104
	 712-204-5182 - amusicwest@aol.com

Co-President Elect:	
	 Chryss Hartman
	 2114 Belle Ave., Davenport, IA 52803  
	 563-320-0603 - candm61877@aol.com

	 Laurie Marple, 1220 Rustic View Ct.
	 Eldridge, IA 52748  
	 563-320-3708  - marple854@aol.com

Vice President: 
	 Sally Barrett
	 1107 Avoca Street, Dubuque, IA 52201
	 319-795-2747 - piscataway72@gmail.com

Secretary/Historian: 
	 Mary Jo O’Connell 
	 1700 Avoca Street, Dubuque, IA 52201
	 563-557-1451 - moconnell12@msn.com

Treasurer: 
	 Barb Bielenberg
	 14788 110th St., Sloan, IA 51055
	 712-428-6268 - bielenb46@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor:
	 Toni Hood
	 1006 6th Ave. N., Humboldt, IA 50548
	 515-332-5819 Home; 515-269-3823 Cell

1 SIOUX CITY 
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

    Sioux City Retired Educators participated in the 
Retired Senior & Volunteer Program on August 4th 
with Kim DeWitt and became penpals with girls at 
Girls, Inc. 

Barb Bielenberg
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Pictured left to right:
Aidan Recker, Allison Utley, 

Saiya Noborikawa

Mike Boatman, 
Deputy Warden

Fort Dodge 
Correctional Facility

Pictured left to right:
Blessing Cunigon, 

Malia Urban

2 WEBSTER COUNTY
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

    Have you ever wondered what happens in a 
minimum security prison? Well on March 2, some 
fifty members of the Webster County IRSPA met at 
Friendship Haven and found answers to this question. 
Mike Boatman, Deputy Warden 
at the Fort Dodge Correctional 
Facility, presented our program 
entitled “Everything You 
Wanted to Know About Prison”. 
Here are some highlights of 
his presentation - There is over 
200 on staff at the prison, with 
a shortage of 30 - 40 officers at 
this time. Presently every male 
that is incarcerated goes thru 
Oakdale where they are assessed 
and sent to a prison from there. 
Iowa has 9 prisons. Fort Dodge is a Minimum Security 
Prison with an average of 1250 inmates, 81 who 
are serving life sentences. 23 years is the average 
sentence for an inmate. Religious services and Prison 
Fellowship are available to the men. There are support 
services through AA and programs for violence & 
cognitive needs. Mental health issues are handled 
through therapies and some medications. The men 
are encouraged to get involved in the programs 
available to them. Mr. Boatman stated that people 
have the ability to change; some are inherently evil 
but most can change. The roll of those employed at 
the prison is to teach new skills and new behavior. 
High school and college classes are offered through 
ICCC. The prison is actually a small community.
We learned a lot about another facet of our community.
     The April 6th meeting was held at the Corpus 
Christi Center. Per our 
tradition, The Fort 
Dodge Senior High 
All State Individual 
Speech Contest 
students shared their 
performances. Saiya 
(junior) performed an 
original oratory, Allison 
(senior) shared poetry, 
and Aidan (senior) gave 

an expository address. Such talented students!
     First Covenant Church was the host for our May 
4th meeting.  President Janet Carlon opened our 
meeting with a prayer. before the meal was served, 
Janet reminded all of us to give our volunteer hour to 
Becky Nelson Riley and pay our 2026 - 27 membership 
dues, if we have not done so. The program for the 
May meeting is meeting our scholarship winners 
and a Memorial Service. Judy Sheker introduced 
the 2026 scholarship recipients; Malia Urban and 
Blessing Cunigon, both 
of Southeast Valley High 
School. Malia is planning 
to attend Buena Vista in 
the fall and is interested 
in teaching Elementary 
Education, STEM, and 
Coaching. Blessing hopes 
to attend Loras Collage, 
majoring in Special 
Education.
    Five members of the Webster County IRSP were 
remembered during the Memorial Service. Those 
members will be remembered for their dedication to 
education. Rest In Peace.
    Our meeting concluded with President Janet Carlon 
giving a final farewell to a productive year and wishing 
all a fantastic summer!
    Summer is relatively slow for the Webster County 
Unit of IRSP. Some committees continue to meet and 

plan for the next year of 
meetings but otherwise 
not much goes on. One 
Summer activity happens 
during the annual Fort 
Dodge Frontier Days in 
June; the Spelling Bee. 
This annual event is held 
in the old Border Plains 
Schoolhouse at the Fort 
Dodge Fort Museum. 
Webster County IRSP 
supports the school 
house and assists in the 
spelling bee.

Submitted by Deb 
Larson

District 2 
Webster County IRSP 

Have you ever wondered what happens in a minimum security prison?  
Well on March 2, some fifty members of the Webster County IRSP 
met at Friendship Haven and found answers to this question.  Mike 
Boatman, Deputy Warden at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility, 
presented our program entitled “Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Prison”.  Here are some highlights of his presentation - 
There is over 200 on staff at the prison, with a shortage of  30 - 40 
officers at this time.  Presently every male that is incarcerated goes 
thru Oakdale where they are assessed and sent to a prison from 
there.   Iowa has 9 prisons.  Fort Dodge is a Minimum Security Prison 
with an average of 1250 inmates, 81 who are serving life sentences.  
23 years is the average sentence for an inmate.  Religious services 
and Prison Fellowship are available to the men.   There are support 
services through AA and programs for violence & cognitive needs.  
Mental health issues are handled through therapies and some 
medications.  The men are encouraged to get involved in the 
programs available to them.  Mr. Boatman stated that people have the 
ability to change; some are inherently evil but most can change.   The 
roll of those employed at the prison is to teach new skills and new 
behavior.  High school and college classes are offered through ICCC.  
The prison is actually a small community.   
We learned a lot about another facet of our community. 

Mike Boatman, Deputy Warden 
Fort Dodge Correctional Facility

The April 6th meeting was held at the Corpus Christi Center.  Per our 
tradition, The Fort Dodge Senior High All State Individual Speech 
Contest students shared their performances.  Saiya (junior) performed 
an original oratory, Allison (senior) shared poetry, and Aidan (senior) 
gave an expository address.  Such talented students! 
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School.  Malia is planning to attend Buena Vista in the fall and is 
interested in teaching Elementary Education, STEM, and 
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 President Janet Carlon
 helping at the 

spelling bee

District 2 
Webster County IRSP 

Summer is relatively slow for the Webster County Unit of  IRSP.  Some 
committees continue to meet and plan for the next year of meetings 
but otherwise not much goes on.  One Summer activity happens 
during the annual Fort Dodge Frontier Days in June; the Spelling Bee. 
This annual event is held in the old Border Plains Schoolhouse at the 
Fort Dodge Fort Museum.  Webster County IRSP supports the school 
house and assists in the spelling bee.  

                                                President Janet Carlon   
                                              helping at the spelling bee 

My article for the June newsletter was one of those lost in the 
computer glitch so I’m re-submitting it for the September Newsletter. 

Have you ever wondered what happens in a minimum security prison?  
Well on March 2, some fifty members of the Webster County IRSP 
met at Friendship Haven and found answers to this question.  Mike 
Boatman, Deputy Warden at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility, 
presented our program entitled “Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Prison”.  Here are some highlights of his presentation - 
There is over 200 on staff at the prison, with a shortage of  30 - 40 
officers at this time.  Presently every male that is incarcerated goes 
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22 MARSHALLTOWN
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

     The MCRSPA met on April 20, 2026 at the Taylor #4 
Schoolhouse in Marshalltown. The program, “A Day 
in the Country School”, was given by Rita Smith (Miss 
Kurtz). The Taylor Schoolhouse burned down in 1912 
and was rebuilt in 1913. The original schoolhouse was 
located by the fairgrounds and was renovated when 
it was moved to the current location on N Second 
Avenue. The schoolhouse museum represents the 
1913 version of the school. Miss Kurtz was the teacher 
that year.  She taught for only one year because when 
she married, she was no longer allowed to teach. 
Miss Kurtz was paid $45 per month and lived with 
the family of a different student each month. The 
Taylor #4 Schoolhouse closed in 1955, because of the 
invention of the school bus!
     No child was expected to walk more than 3 miles to 
school. Therefore, many country schoolhouses were 
needed. In 1913, there were 124 country schools in 
Marshall county. There were 12,630 country schools 
in Iowa. Currently, every fourth grade classroom 
in Marshall County spends a school day attending 
school at the Taylor #4 school to learn the history of 
the county school system. The children wear period 
clothing and study penmanship, arithmetic, reading, 
and writing  during their abbreviated school day.
     Rita Smith shared what a typical school day was 
like in 1913 and explained the various historical items 
found in the school room. While in the midst of the 
math and reading studies, Mrs Binford (Trudy Wilson) 
from down the street, dropped by to greet the class 
and encourage them in their school work.  
     The business meeting was called to order by 
President, Phil Tetzloff with 30 members in attendance. 
The minutes from the February 9 meeting were read 
by Rita Smith, Co-Secretary. There was no meeting in 
March due to the weather. 
     Phil announced that we should bring our volunteer 
hours (divided into community and educational hours) 
from the past year (June through May) to our May 
meeting.  Our May agenda will include the election 
of officers for the 26-27 school year.  Phil announced 
that he will not seek re-election.  Otto would also 
relinquish his position as Treasurer if someone is 
willing to step up. Members were reminded that 
they can pay their dues anytime between May and 

our September meeting. Dues are $23 ($15 state, $8 
local). 
    Judge Brown, our District 2 Coordinator, was in 
attendance. He reminded the group that the District 
Meeting will be in Iowa Falls on May 6. Phil Tetzloff 
plans to attend if anyone wants to ride with him. Judge 
shared that there is a concern statewide about the 
money being designated for public schools because 
more money is being allocated to private schools. He 
also shared that the legislature passed a bill to have 
High School students take more responsibility for 
their actions.
     The social committee, Michelle Irwin, Rita Byers, Sue 
Cahill, Mary Harris and Mary Borton, were thanked.  
They provided what might have been typical “sack 
lunches” in 1913 for each “student” in attendance.  
The lunches included water, beef jerky, nuts, crackers, 
cheese and a cookie.  
     Our next meeting, will be on May 18 at Hope United 
Methodist Church (note the change in location). 
We will meet at noon for a potluck meal. Members 
are encouraged to bring  non-perishable food or a 
monetary donation for the little food pantry at Hope 
UMC as a thank you for the use of their building.    
Drinks will be provided.

Kathy Baker,  Co-secretary
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4 COUNCIL BLUFFS
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

     The Council Bluffs unit is looking forward to 
resuming meetings after our summer break.    Our 
first meeting will be a luncheon on Wednesday 
September 16 at noon at the Council Bluffs Country 
Club. We are looking forward to seeing all our friends 
and welcoming new retirees.  Our speaker for the day 
will be Cara Cool Trede from Career EdVantage.  She 
will give an overview of how Scholarships are given 
through the Southwest Iowa Educational Foundation.
     Our Scholarship for the 
year was presented in May 
through the SWIEF.  This 
year’s recipient was Iris 
Thompson form Treynor 
High School.  She plans on 
attending the University 
of Iowa to study Actuarial 
Science and Finance.  
Iris was involved in FBLA, 
JOI Club, individual and 
large group speech, NHS, 
basketball managing, and 
Girls State. 

Julie Dillehay, Secretary

 Beverly Fletcher, President, 
Nancy File, Treasurer, and 

Diane Johnson, Vice President 
are shown with Iris at the SWIEF 

presentation breakfast.

The Council Bluffs unit is looking forward to resuming meetings after our 
summer break.    Our first meeting will be a luncheon on Wednesday 
September 16 at noon at the Council Bluffs Country Club. We are looking 
forward to seeing all our friends and welcoming new retirees.  Our speaker 
for the day will be Cara Cool Trede from Career EdVantage.  She will give 
an overview of how Scholarships are given through the Southwest Iowa 
Educational Foundation. 

Our Scholarship for the year was presented in May through the SWIEF.  
This year’s recipient was Iris Thompson form Treynor High School.  She 

plans on attending the University of Iowa 
to study Actuarial Science and Finance.  
Iris was involved in FBLA, JOI Club, 
individual and large group speech, NHS, 
basketball managing, and Girls State.  

 Beverly Fletcher, President, Nancy File, Treasurer, 
and Diane Johnson, Vice President are shown with 
Iris at the SWIEF presentation breakfast. 

Julie Dillehay, Secretary

6 LEE COUNTY
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

   Lee County Retired School Personnel met in 
Keokuk recently at the New Bethel Church. Guests 
were welcomed and the pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Woodie Brassil. Jennie Rose, North American 
Technical Director and former plant manager of 
Roquette America in Keokuk presented the program. 
Rose, a KHS graduate, was highly influenced by 
her instructors, specifically Mrs. Dev Kiedaisch. 
Mrs. Kiedaisch accompanied Jennie to a science 
conference at Iowa State University in Ames while in 
high school. From this experience, Jennie was inspired 
and encouraged to pursue a chemical engineering 
degree. Rose graduated with a CE degree in 2004 
from Iowa State. 
    Rose shared further details about the products 
produced from the corn-based facility. Every part 
of the corn kernel is used. Some of the products 
produced are; sugar-free sweeteners, corn syrup, 
Mars-Wrigley products, medications, and a newer 
product, Electrolit.  This product equals itself to many 
electrolyte products on the market. Roquette, a French 
based company has grown to become the leader 
in starch production in Europe. The Keokuk facility 
processes 100,000 bushels of corn daily. Roquette is 
a world-wide company employing 10,000 employees 
in 37 countries. The Roquette Brothers purchased the 
facility in 1991.
    LCRSP will resume their meetings in September 
2026. For more information about the organization 
contact 319-795-2811.

Jill Anderson-Cox

Pictured L-R Debbie Knapp, Rose, Marsha Ramaker

22 BOONE COUNTY
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

     The Boone County Retired School Personnel 
Association met at the United Methodist Church in 
Boone on June 9th. 14 members were present. Joann 
Hanson co-president presided. 
     Following a delicious lunch served by United  
Methodist Church Women, Judge Brown, NC Iowa 
Coordinator, spoke to the group sharing information 
about IPERS and possible changes to the district.  
     After the business meeting 
Linda Hora presented a 
program on chair yoga for 
seniors and its potential 
health benefits.
     The next meeting will be 
October 13th.

                               Submitted 
by Sue Duffee

Linda Hora leading the BCRSPA in 
some chair yoga exercises.
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6 DAVENPORT AREA 
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

     Our executive board met this summer to plan for 
the upcoming year. Committee chairs and special 
committees (programming and budget) met to plan 
as well. This will be our second year meeting in the 
Cunnick-Collins Life Celebration Center. Meals will 
again be catered by The Chef’s Catering Company. 
There is a change to our meeting time. Luncheons 
will begin at 11:00 a.m., followed by the business 
meeting, and then a program. This will be our third 
year to sponsor a scholarship program. Scholarships 
awarded in May are made possible by the generous 
donations of our members. We are looking forward 
to reconnecting with friends as we meet for lunch, 
fellowship, and entertainment again this year.

Submitted by Carla Breneman - Secretary

6 JOHNSON COUNTY 
IRSPA

DistrictDistrict

     Good Food, Great Leadership, Interesting meetings, 
and Lots of Fun.

Nancy Porter

Please e-mail articles & pictures if 
at all possible to avoid retyping.

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

Articles for the December 
Newsletter are due no later than 

Friday, November 13, 2026

Get info to Toni Hood, at 
E-mail: tonihood@q.com

Home Telephone: 515-332-5819
Cell Phone: 515-269-3823
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    Sally Barrett, a member 
of the Lee County unit, was 
appointed as the IRSPA Vice 
President in May, 2026.  She 
will assume her duties as 
President-Elect at the State 
IRSPA Meeting in October, 
2026.
  
Sally: 
- Retired in June, 2013 
- Taught GED for Southeastern Community   
   College in Keokuk for 17 years. 
- Was also interim director of Adult Ed for over a
  year during this time. 
- Subbed for Keokuk Community School District 
- Directed her church’s children’s choir
- Assigned as a lay pastor in Bonaparte and
  Farmington since 2019
- Currently serving as a lay pastor in Canton, 
   Missouri

IRSPA Welcomes 

IRSPA Welcomes Our President-Elect    

Sally Barre), a member of the Lee County unit, was appointed as the IRSPA Vice President in 
May, 2026.  She will assume her duEes as President-Elect at the State IRSPA MeeEng in October, 
2026.  Sally:  

ReEred in June, 2013  

Taught GED for Southeastern Community College in Keokuk for 17 years  

Was also interim director of Adult Ed for over a year during this Eme.  

Subbed for Keokuk Community School District  

Directed her church’s children’s choir 

Assigned as a lay pastor in Bonaparte and Farmington since 2019 

Currently serving as a lay pastor in Canton, Missouri 

Summary of the 2026 Legislative Session
    The IRSPA State Committee met with our lobbyists 
Jake Fredrickson and Christopher Rants from 
PolicyWorks. Their report was a comprehensive review 
of the Iowa legislative session.

Here are the highlights:
IPERS
IPERS protections held firm this session despite the 
recommendation of the DOGE report
to move to a 401k type system. The IPERS bill that 
passed increased benefits for protectedclass employees 
(correctional/conservation officers) along with an 
increase in their contributions to the fund. The top two 
IPERS executives were dismissed amid misconduct 
allegations. No financial irregularities were found. The 
new governor will conduct a formal
search.

Charter Schools
Charter school employees now IPERS-eligible. A 
revolving loan program was established under the 
Iowa Finance authority for facilities. Public schools 
must accommodate charter students in extracurriculars 
without preference for enrolled students. Iowa 
institutions must now recognize parent-issued diplomas 
as equivalent to regular High School diplomas. 
Enrollment caps on Homeschooling were removed and 
instructors can now charge tuition.

MAHA (Make America Healthy Again)
Screen time for students capped at 60 minutes/day (K–
5) and 13 dyes/additives were banned from school food 
and vending machines.

School Discipline
Schools must establish a Discipline committee (2 
teachers + administrator) to address repeat disruptions. 
Teachers were guaranteed 5-day leave if physically 
harmed.

Property Taxes
School infrastructure (SAVE) funds were diverted 
(12.5% starting 2026, rising to 25% by 2030 to buy 
down property taxes. The uniform levy rate was reduced 
from $5.40 to $2.97 to be replaced by increased state 
aid.

Election Outlook
Republicans are expected to retain House and Senate 
majorities. In the Governor’s race
Rob Sand (D) vs. Zach Lane (R) is considered a toss-up. 

Lane founded a Kansas charter school, is a strong ESA 
(voucher) proponent, is connected to Americans for 
Prosperity, and his policy position on IPERS is unclear. 
Sand is the current state auditor, is a proponent for 
public money for public schools, has the endorsement 
of the ISEA, and has stated support for protecting 
IPERS. Republicans hold a 180,000 voter registration 
advantage.

Key concerns raised
Currently, Iowa has a $1.3B structural deficit. The 
Taxpayer Relief Fund is down from approximately $7B 
to $2.4B. The money has been used to pay the deficit 
between expenditures and revenue since passing the flat 
income tax and starting the voucher program. Education 
and healthcare funding are the areas most exposed if 
revenues don’t equalize with expenditures. In addition, 
there is a Constitutional Amendment on the ballot. If 
passed, a two-thirds vote of the Iowa legislature would 
be required to raise income taxes.
    Get involved in the next election to protect IPERS 
and support education. VOTE!!!

John Hieronymus
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Iowa Retired School Personnel Association 

2026 Annual Meeting & Conference Registration 

October 7-8, 2026  

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3204 S. Lakeport Street, Sioux City, IA 51106 

Member Name ________________________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________________________  

Email ________________________ Phone _______________ IRSPA Unit __________________  

There are no fees for the Conference except for meals. 

Banquet – 6:00 pm – Wednesday Evening, October 7  Menu: Pot Roast, New Potatoes, Cream 
Corn, Salad, Bread/Rolls, Assorted Pies. (This price includes tax and gratuity.)  

____ reservation(s) @ $18 per guest = $ _____ Gluten-free options are available   Please 
indicate if you require gluten free.   

Lunch – Noon – Thursday, October 8  Menu: Cheddar Meat Loaf, Baby Carrots, Lettuce Salad, 
Bread/Rolls, Dessert. (This price includes tax and gratuity.) 

____ reservation(s) @ $12 per guest = $ _____ Gluten-free options are available   Please 
indicate if you require gluten free.   

TOTAL PAYMENT = $ ______  

Coffee (decaf. & regular), lemonade & water will be available at all times. 

Please return your registration with your meal reservation and a check made out to IRSPA by 
September 22, 2026, to Robert Swanson, 3221 Cheyenne Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51104.   

ROOMS: Holiday Inn Express, 4723 Southern Hills Drive, Sioux City.  712-274-0100    Reserve by 
September 6, 2026, $127.  Copy & Paste the booking link below into a web browser and 
change the check-in date on the calendar to October 7, 2026. 
Https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hote
lCode=SUXSC&_PMID=99801505&GPC=EDU&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&mo
nthIndex=00 

Redeemer Lutheran serves wonderful meals to fund their mission projects.  There will also be 
jams, jellies, pickles and pickled beets, AND a variety of pies for sale.  Bring a cooler! 
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Iowa Retired School Personnel Association 

2026 Annual Meeting & Conference 

Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026  

   Come early and visit Sioux City sites 

3:00 pm   Check in at Holiday Inn Express, 4723 Southern Hills Drive, Sioux City 

5:00 – 6:00 pm   Registration at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3204 S. Lakeport St., Sioux City  

   Social hour  

6:00 pm   Dinner  

7:00 pm   Musical entertainment East High School Orchestra and                                          
West High School Vocal Music Group  

   Reminder of silent auction - Jean Hoffman  

Thursday, October 8, 2026 

7 to 11 am    Checkout at Holiday Inn Express 

9:00 am    Registration and morning refreshments 

9:30 am   Memorial for deceased members   

9:45 am  Welcome, Pledge of Allegiance and Introduction of Board 
 

  Legislative and IPERS - John Hieronymus  
  AMBA - Paul Strid and Garrett Mowery  

 
10:50    Stretch, rest room break  

11:00    Sarah Morgan – Camp High Hopes  

11:45   Group pictures by district  

Noon luncheon  

1:00     Annual meeting  

Invitation to October 6 - 7, 2027 Annual State Meeting in District 5 

Please leave name-tag holders on the table as you leave. 
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IRSPA Membership Works for You! by Beth Hieronymus
Membership in IRSPA matters! Whether it is from our legislative advocacy on education, senior issues 
or knowing IPERS is protected as a defined benefit, you benefit. IRSPA members have access to various 
insurance benefits through AMBA and discounts on hundreds of items through Passport! And now, we can 
travel through our partnership with Collette. IRPSA is the best kept secret out there - all for the low cost 
of $15 annually.
Sharing these benefits with retirees is critical for us and them. This year 14 local units took advantage of 
sharing these benefits through our membership grants. From Davenport to Council Bluffs and DEARSPA 
to Keokuk, increasing membership is now part of ongoing conversations and increased awareness of who 
is spreading. 
Don’t just take my word for it. As with anything, progress takes time! Consider attending our Annual 
Meeting this October 7 and 8 in Sioux City where you can learn about the results of our membership grants 
in addition to the specifics of our travel packages and so much more. Don’t miss out on this opportunity 
to find out how to step up, share the benefits of belonging to IRSPA, and invigorate your local with new 
retirees as well as those from years ago.

Collette and IRSPA Make Travel Easy
    IRSPA has partnered with Collette to offer a variety of domestic and international travel options for our 
members and guests. 2027 brings three packages to you. In June, discover Painted Canyons of the West 
featuring Utah’s Five National Parks, travel to Italy in September, and celebrate the holidays in New York. 
Ireland is also coming in 2028.
    Informational webinars for each package let you know all the specifics. Discounts are available for early 
registration and payments. Details and registration links are posted on www.irspa.org under our Travel menu.  
Additional information will be shared through communication with local units, in our newsletter, at District 
Meetings and during our Annual Meeting. Space will be limited, so mark your calendars and pack your bags. 
The only criterion for signing up on these trips is that one person in your party must be a member of IRSPA. 
Membership in IRSPA has its advantages!
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Little Swan Lake Winery

  Little Swan Lake Winery is a family owned and 
operated business located 1-1/2 miles north of the 
small town of Superior in Northwest Iowa. In May 
of 2002 our doors opened to the public. The tasting 
room, our remodeled 1920's barn,  features 35 
different wines all produced on site, a selection of 
gourmet cheeses, and buffalo meat from our own 
herd which roams nearby.  Our vineyard consists of 
two acres of northern cold hardy grapes. The gift 
shop features clothing and wine related items. We 
are dedicated to producing the finest and most 
enjoyable wines and invite you to spend an hour 
or an afternoon with us.
  Our newest addition, our bed and breakfast, 
opened in September of 2011. This renovated 
grain elevator is a great place to relax and enjoy 
the beauty that is Little Swan Lake!

Scott and Diane Benjamin and Family 
Little Swan Lake Winery offers a 10% 
discount on bottled wine to IRSPA 
members when you show your 
membership card or the ad from the 
newsletter.  Offer good at the winery 
only.Lslwinery.com • Phone: (712) 858 - 4592

https://www.facebook.com/hawkeyebuffaloranch/

Hawkeye Buffalo & Cattle Ranch

Thank you 
Northwest Bank 

for your sponsorship 
of the PH Balance 

Scholarship
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Newsletter
Iowa Retired School Personnel

Association
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Sioux City, IA 51104
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Rockwell City, Iowa 50579
Permit #145

LEGISLATIVE FUND
  Contributions to the Iowa Retired School Personnel 
Association legislative fund for the improvement of retirement 
benefits are being accepted for the current year (Oct. to Oct.)  
Please make your contributions as generous as possible.
$5.00_______ $10.00________ $15.00_ _______Other_ ______
Name______________________________________________
Street Address_ _____________________________________
City_ ______________________________________________
State_ __________________________ Zip________________
If Member of Local Unit
__________________________________________________
	 Unit Name	 County

MAIL EITHER FORM TO:
Robert Swanson, IRSPA Treas. • 3221 Cheyenne Blvd.,
Sioux City, IA 51104 • Make Checks payable to IRSPA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
  Iowa Retired School Personnel Association

Name______________________________________________
	 Last	 First	 M.I.
Street Address_ _____________________________________
City_ ______________________________________________
State_ __________________________ Zip________________
If Member of Local Unit
__________________________________________________
	 Unit Name	 County

Annual Dues: $15  •  LIFE MEMBERSHIP: $300
PLEASE NOTE: Send relevant notices, change of address, 

and/or subscription cancellations to rmswanson1936@gmail.com

Aceto, Roger
Adamec, Evelyn
Brown, Elaine
Buchholz, Leroy
Easler, Vera
Echterling, Germaine
Enfield, Elaine
Foss, Lulubelle
Galvin, Jean
Galvin, Walt
Gerking, Richard
Haley, Marie
Hesse, Kathleen
Kirkgard, Charlotte
Lewis, Mary Jo
Mahieu, Carolyn
McGrath, John
McNiel, Jill
Neuhaus, Mary
Robinson, Maxine
Skinner, Barbara
Sponheim, Ruth
Wagner, Jane
Wheatly, Ruby

Name                      City                        Unit
Urbandale
Cresco
Sioux City
Washington
Des Moines
Indianola
Mediapolis
Eldridge
Des Moines
Des Moines
Bronson
Sioux City
Rock Island, IL
Osage
Weston, FL
Davenport
Bettendorf
Davenport
Dubuque
Des Moines
Leon
Osage
Dubuque
Ankeny

DMARSPA
Cedar Valley
Sioux City Area
No Unit, Life Mbr
DMARSPA
DMARSPA
Des Moines County
Davenport Area
DMARSPA
DMARSPA
Sioux City Area
Sioux City Area
Davenport Area
Cedar Valley
No Unit
Davenport Area
Davenport Area
Davenport Area
Dubuque Area
DMARSPA
Creston Area
Cedar Valley
Dubuque Area
DMARSPA

~ WE REMEMBER ~


